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TECHNICAL PRE-APPROVAL STEPS FOR SHELLFISH GROWERS 

 STEP 1.  Develop a plan – if you need assistance, contact VMRC or VIMS (contact info on page 3). 

 

 STEP 2: Complete this form and send to Andrew Button at VMRC for approval.   

 

 STEP 3.  Submit approved form to the local NRCS District Conservationist office to begin the 

 application process.  Projects first need to meet the requirements of VMRC (step 1) in order to 

 be considered by NRCS.  Participants/projects will also need to meet additional NRCS eligibility 

 requirements to be outlined by your local District Conservationist. 

 

NRCS PRACTICE   Oyster Bed Restoration: Check one:                Existing bed           New bed 

Existing beds are “enhanced”: 2 inches of shells minimum; planting at 1,000 – 3,000 bu/acre  

New beds are “restored”: 3 inches of shells minimum; planting at 3,000-5,000 bu/ac   

  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number _____________________________Email _____________________________             

TRACK RECORD 

Number of years of experience in aquaculture _____              VMRC ID #  __________________ 

Do you hold an Oyster Aquaculture Product Owner Permit?     ______YES    or   ______NO       

If yes: _____ 1 year or less               between 1 & 3 yrs          _ more than 3 yrs  

Do you hold a Commerc ial Oyster Harvester License?                YES   or    ____NO 

Do you report harvest in MRC mandatory reporting system                      YES    Number of years ______ 
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LEASE INFORMATION 

Lease Number:    _____________________   GPS coordinates:______________________________ 

Waterbody:        ______________________________ 

Condemnation:   _______Approved   ______ Conditionally Condemned 

Bottom depth:                  Greater than 12’                           Less than 12’  

Bottom type:        SOFT (less than 10% Clutch)       HARD (greater than 10% clutch)       HARD (greater than 20% 

clutch) 

SETTING FACILITY INFORMATION 

Description of spat on shell setting facility:              Existing  First Time / New facility 

Average % setting efficiency (existing only) __________ 

Number of tanks __________Size of tanks_________    

OYSTER BED RESTORATION PLAN 

Shell source     ____________        

Type of shell for bottom base:                         Oyster                      Clam 

Bushels of spat-on-shell required for overlay  _______________________ 

 

Restoration Acreage  _______________________ 

 

Note:  This financial assistance is for the preparation of the bottom prior to a spat-on- shell deployment 

provided by the applicant. Financial assistance does not cover shells or larvae for spat-on-shell 

production.     

 

VMRC TECHNICAL PRE-APPROVAL  This form meets all VMRC eligibility requirements.  

 

 

Authorized By:  ______________________   ________________________ _________ 

   (Print)   (Signature)     Date 
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CONTACTS 

 

Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC)   Virginia Institute of Marine Science 

Andrew Button       Karen Hudson 

2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor    Rt. 1208 Greate Road 

Newport News, VA 23607     Gloucester Point, VA 23062 

Phone: (757) 247-2121      Phone: (804) 684-7742 

Fax:  (757) 247-8101 

andrew.button@mrc.virginia.gov    khudson@vims.edu 

 

 

Virginia NRCS Aquaculture Program 
 

District Conservationist Service Center/Localities Served 

Jane Corson-Lassiter 
PH: 757-787-0918, ext. 120 

jane.lassiter@va.usda.gov 
 

 
Accomac: Accomack and Northampton counties 

Jake Browder 

757-389-7606 

jake.browder@va.usda.gov 

  

 

Chesapeake: Cities of Chesapeake, Virginia Beach, 
Portsmouth, and Norfolk 

Michael Combs 

804-693-3562, ext. 104 

michael.combs@va.usda.gov 

 

Gloucester: Gloucester, Mathews, and Middlesex  counties 

Michael Combs 

804-693-3562, ext. 104 

michael.combs@va.usda.gov 
 

Quinton: Cities of Hampton, Newport News, Poquoson, 

Williamsburg, and Richmond and Charles City, New Kent, James 
City, York, and Henrico counties 

Michael A. (Mike) Faulk 
757-357-7004, ext. 114 

mike.faulk@va.usda.gov 
 

 
Smithfield: City of Suffolk and Isle of Wight and Surry counties 

Dwight Forrester 
804-443-3571, ext. 111 
dwight.forrester@va.usda.gov 

 
 

 
Tappahannock: Essex, King William, and King and Queen counties 

Debbie A. Bullock 
804-333-3525, ext. 101 

debbie.bullock@va.usda.gov 

 

Warsaw: Richmond, Westmoreland, Northumberland, and 

Lancaster counties 
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